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Scholarly Book Review
You Can’t Stop the Revolution.
Boyles, A. S. (2019). You Can't Stop the Revolution: Community Disorder and Social Ties in Post-Ferguson America. University of California Press.
Introduction
	The book You Can't Stop the Revolution presents a case whereby on August 9, 2014, a young African American man was shot down by a White police officer in Ferguson, Missouri. The shooting generated a nationwide protest with people calling for fair treatment of American citizens regardless of their race and economic status. The Ferguson shooting and subsequent events resulted in a national controversy focusing on several national issues, including race, police brutality, and justice. The United States is a diverse country, both racially and ethnically. The country officially recognizes six races (Boyles, 2019). All the communities that make up these races at one time have been exposed to police brutality.
Notwithstanding the brutality that has been meted to all these communities in the United States, many of the victims have often been of African American descent. This high level of numbers has been linked to anti-black racism by police departments that are headed and controlled by white officers. Similar preconceptions have also been associated with police brutality committed towards marginalized and oppressed groups (Carr, 2016).Racism is considered as the primary cause of the cruelty, which is directed to African-Americans and other ethnic communities. There are, however, other factors that significantly contribute to this brutality. These include an institutional culture that focuses on the importance of group loyalty, solidarity, and a forceful approach to challenges facing police officers' authority. These factors have often been aligned with anti-black racism (Boyles, 2019). The Ferguson events caught the national attention as it revealed the racial disparities that many Americans, especially minority communities, saw in the American Criminal Justice system. Whereas the specifics of Michael Brown involve just a case of an African-American teen and White police officer, the circumstance surrounding the teen's death is indicative of the fear that is held by many people that the lives of black people matter less especially in the wake of armed police officers who have the legal freedom to shoot suspects whom they view to be dangerous (Morrow-Howell et al., 2017).
A Statement about the Author
	The author: Dr. Andrea S. Boyles was born in St. Louis, Missouri. She attained her Bachelor of Arts in English in 1997 from Lincoln University of Missouri and a Master of Arts in Sociology from the same institution in 2004. In 2012 she earned her Doctor of Philosophy from Kansas State University, Gender and Criminology concentrations. Dr. Andrea's research interests include gender, social inequality, and incarceration, the inter-sectionality of class, race, and gender, criminology, and qualitative ethnography. 
Whereas her research is centered on African American and police conflict, she is a dedicated educator who is determined to impact her community and the country in general through education (Carr, 2016). She has taught both undergraduate and graduates courses, including cultural anthropology, ethnicity and gender victimology, social problems, race, public policy in criminal justice, criminal justice ethics, and administration. She has been involved in educational programs in correctional facilities within Missouri and researched the impact of jailed African-American parents on children. Currently, Dr. Boyles is an associate professor of criminal justice at Lindenwood University-Belleville and a Social and Behavioral Sciences Division chair. She continues to research the African-American police conflict and examining crime prevention strategies, and efforts use in African-American neighborhoods. While she passionately narrates and describes the everyday experiences of oppressed people and communities, she also translates their views and voices into higher education and society in general. 
A Statement on the Purpose of the Book
	The book "You Can't Stop the Revolution" is a real participant description of African-Americans' customs, culture, mutual differences and habits obtained from the Ferguson unrests as the Black Lives Matter movement grew to become a national controversy and propelled the issue to the global stage (Carr, 2016). Protests were held on multiple cities and locations in the United States, with demonstrators calling for action against the officer involved in the shooting. The demonstrators also called for the address of the deep-seated racial disparities that exist in law enforcement and local government (Bryant‐Davis et al., 2017). The author presents an everyday account of the protests, empowerment, and social ties that combined, which united to protect the lives of black people while creating an unmatched 21st-century resistance of racial discrimination and police brutality. 
The book focuses on neighborhood crime prevention efforts and the controversial interactions between African-Americans and law enforcement in the context of safeguarding the lives of black people. The book also assesses how black Americans are working within their neighborhoods and communities to fight unfair treatment from the police and address crime and disorder. The author provides a detailed analysis of cities and regions such as Ferguson and others, which are predominantly occupied and inhabited by African-Americans who are vulnerable to conflicts. In these neighborhoods, black lives seem to hold less significance as compared to other communities and groups such as whites. In these cities, black citizens are often held responsible for the unjust treatment meted against them by law enforcement (Greer &Cavalhieri, 2019). The book promotes the possibility and importance of community empowerment in neighborhoods that are affected by interpersonal violence and police brutality. 
A Statement on the Significance of the Work
	The United States is a racially diverse and democratic nation. The country's gain in economic productivity and prosperity is, however, not distributed uniformly among its communities. Some of the American communities are marginalized, which is significantly affecting their standard of living and quality of life. A significant aspect of the marginalization experienced by these communities entails racial discrimination against African-Americans, which affects the entire nation's criminal justice system. Racial disparities promote pubic mistrust on the criminal justice system, which affects the country's ability to promote and provide public safety and this problem is significantly affecting the system's ability to perform its functions. 
Many individuals with the system are aware of these challenges and seek to counter them. The book presents the causing factors of these disparities, how it is affecting the racial group that is being discriminated against, and the police. Additionally, it highlights the efforts undertaken by black citizens to address crime issues and police brutality. The book "You Can't Stop the Revolution" is significant as it provides critical information that can guide government and law enforcement on the appropriate efforts and strategies that can be taken to minimize or eliminate racial disparities in the country's criminal justice system (Boyles, 2019).
Body of Review
	The interaction between minority groups and the criminal justice system is an essential aspect of the racial challenges in America, and it indicates one of the critical issues that ought to be dealt with as the country seeks to address racial conflicts. There is a disproportional representation of African-Americans within the country's criminal justice system. The unequal and unbalanced representation conveys a sense of unfairness (Carr, 2016). These unjust treatments are reflected in the public trust in law enforcement and the minority group's assessment of the fairness of the criminal justice system. By just its name "justice" and connotation, it holds a great significance; it should not only be fair in its treatment but also be seen to be fair. The book provides insights, and a more in-depth understanding of the events in Ferguson and crime and police brutality continues up to date. Even after the Ferguson incident, research shows that black people are at an increased risk of being shot down and killed by police as compare to whites (Bryant‐Davis et al., 2017).The most significant cause of these cause is individual actions of discrimination by law enforcement and the criminal justice system who comprise police officers, judges, correctional agencies, prosecutors and parole officers. The book, which is vividly and masterly written, inspires people to progressively work for change.
	The book is a masterpiece that enhances our attention on the lives of black people taken by white police officers. Dr. Andrea powerfully covers the events that occurred in Ferguson in ways that challenges violence and radicalize policing assumptions. It also demonstrates how African-Americans resist community and state violence meted against them. Police officers are the criminal justice system's most visible agents (Morrow-Howell et al., 2017). They are charged with many responsibilities among them include ensuring safety, monitoring people's behavior, make arrests of law violators, and conducting investigations to gather evidence that can be used to prosecute those arrested. However, instead of police discharging their duties with equality and fairness, most of the colored people continue to the target for the police violence. Dr. Andrea's book provides a detailed account of cases involving police killings of unarmed individuals of colour. He questions the credibility of the justice system in protecting individuals' rights and ensuring justice. Dr. Andrea brings out a vivid picture of inequality not only in income distribution but also in justice delivery. In his arguments, the continued expansion of the racial gap in the American society created a hostile climate for the minority blacks forcing them to live in the vulnerable and hostile environment due to constant police targets (Boyles, 2019). 
Dr. Andrea offers a new account and a unique look into the mindset of the police department. In his argument, people of color, especially blacks, were viewed as a potential crime suspect. The white police hold the assumption that blacks are violent and associated with crime. He continues to show how the black community come together to protect their own by forming protest movement against police violence. Furthermore, Dr. Andrea points out failures in the justice department to provide justice for the victims of police violence. Most of the cases of police brutality against the black citizens were reported but only few were persecuted. Failure to demonstrate commitment to the course of justice is a clear indication of shortfalls in the justice system (Morrow-Howell et al., 2017). In his argument, the police failed to realize that shooting and killing a member of the public shakes the people's faith and believes in the justice institution undermining the belief in the relationship between the police and the citizen.
	You can't stop revolution brings an exciting insight into the struggles and efforts to bring changes in the justice department. Dr. Andrea provides an intensive account of the changes that the society had to take to caution its members against the police brutality. Through various platforms, black Americans had to form activists' movements to advocate for their rights and freedom


Strength and weakness
You can't stop revolution offers insight into the criminal justice system and the impact of the police violence on the minority blacks. While police are task to protect the right of every citizen, most of them violate their duties by engaging in merciless shooting of the innocent people (Greer &Cavalhieri, 2019). While the police crime may be difficult to understand, the book provides an in-depth account of events that culminated to brutal police killings. Dr. Andrea provides an intensive account of issues in the society that shows the context of police violence, therefore providing an invaluable contribution to the understanding of literature on police violence and revolution. One of the notable strengths of the book is its integration of vivid account of events and example and events of police brutality in the society. The author's constant reference to the case in which a young African American man was shot down by White police officer in Ferguson, Missouri is an indication of realistic account of events as explained by the other.
Also, the book explores the cultural, racial and political setting of the American society. The police violence is an indication of continued racial discrimination despite efforts made to curb the vice (Robinson,2017).The book is used in the discussion and legislations that are geared towards fairness and equality before the law. Also, the book is based on extensive research and professionalism in its writing and content delivery. The author's inclusion of new cases of police violence and changes in the society makes it realistic, reliable and indispensable resource for both students and other individuals interested in criminal justice system. The book also provides a smooth flow of content making it easy to follow and understand. The book's content is arranged professionally with a logical flow of ideas. 
Despite its proper arrangement and precise flow of information, there are some areas that the author did not provide sufficient elaboration Boyles, A. S. (2019 (Boyles, 2019).There are some cases in which the author has not provided sufficient citations from evaluative research. Also, the author has not provided enough examples to back his arguments. Even though there are some shortfalls, this book is suitable for activists and policymakers in the criminal justice system. I believe the knowledge and lesson learned from reading this book will assist in shaping reforms and perception on police violence.

Conclusion
In summation, it is evident from the text by Boyles; 2019 that the American society has witnessed tremendous changes in its justice system. For a very long time, black Americans have been struggling to deal with realities of police violence and discrimination. Although it is the responsibility of the police to provide security and ensure law is maintained in society, most of the police officers have been reported to use excessive force and violence when dealing with black offenders. You can't stop violence provides insights into the lives of the black people at the hands of police. The book explores numerous efforts by reform movements to bring change in the justice system. The justice system has an essential task of ensuring individuals are served with justice and also, the book acts as a mirror that reflects on American society. It is, therefore, necessary for the current justice system to identify and seal loopholes within its system to ensure that all people have equal rights before the law.
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